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in the future, and which came out into the open on Conrad's
side.   The Church had always preached the divine right of
the ruler, who was now regularly crowned by ecclesiastical
hands and anointed with the holy oil; it brought to the king
what he most required—a tradition of loyalty ; it championed
the unification as opposed to the federation of Germany.
Nor was the motive entirely altruistic.    Instead of being
directly dependent on the king, the bishops had become
subordinate to the dukes ;  there was no scriptural or other
precedent for the divine right of dukes, and the bishops
were anxious to recover their former position in the kingdom.
Missionary         From its inception, the Church in Germany had had a.
the German peculiar character.   It had been, and to a considerable extent
Church        it still remained, a missionary Church.   Hence the large size
of the bishoprics, and the vast and increasing extent of the
archbishoprics.    Germany had been completely heathen when
it was conquered by the Franks, and the ecclesiastical pro-
vinces to some extent reflect the process of conquest and of
conversion;  it was still bounded on the north and east by
heathen peoples—Northmen,  Slavs,  Hungarians—and any
advance in these  directions enlarged the  spheres  of the
Its five        adjacent archbishoprics.    For the whole kingdom there were
provinces     a{. present only five ecclesiastical provinces.    Greatest of all
was Mayence (Mainz), of which St. Boniface, the apostle to
the Germans, had been bishop.    It covered the duchies of
Franconia and Suabia, Thuringia and the eastern part of
Saxony;   every extension eastwards of Saxony, every con-
version in Bohemia, brought fresh territory and people under
its ecclesiastical authority.   Second to it in importance was
Cologne (Koln), which covered Lower (i.e. northern) Lorraine,
and also extended north to Frisia and north-east to West-
phalia (the western part of Saxony).   Third in order came
Troves (Trier), which occupied Upper Lorraine and so was
entirely west of the Rhine and temporarily outside the German
kingdom.   The fourth was Salzburg, in the south-east, cor-
responding roughly to the duchy of Bavaria, and with Moravia
and Hungary as possible spheres of expansion.   Lastly, there
was Bremen (formerly Hamburg), occupying the northern
part of the duchy of Saxony and particularly concerned with
the maintenance and expansion of missionary work among
the Northmen.   Ecclesiastically, then, the German kingdom

